aid,” Wii EI ie 


ee” 
* — 


1 
3 


Py 


Duaru-Bubs: 


W.- 8 Bhs OR a 


Rector of Beckenham in Lentz 3, 
A Chaplain to his Gr ace the 
| *r A0 ND. 


ve. 


n — _— — 
Mm t 


: 


x, 


It ar ron 
YL r aur. lun 
1 L, wh * Tas. - -*, 


LEDG 


22 5 MI. cc. Lxv. 


a . MA Qt 
1a oy io Mm , 
4.19 < ts” 
NNN CY AF 

' Holes LOSE „ 7 ank 4 1 


A B-AsVIEKS 
. E "dy VP 
NV Ve 


wi 1 e 
Petal un 2 5 563. 


4 bad 


, MOST 


: 4 | 


Excellent MA] ESF v. 


P Sour. 2 

| Chapel before the M:. 4 
deen, Your Majeſty's Deareſt - 
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That I did not then 


1 of the Work, 0 Heng 
ſigned ſome f urther 

ment on that Subject ather- 
_ wiſe I ſhould moſt ch ly 
have complied with ſome ap- 

$ proving 3 then given, 
m order to a Command ſot 
the Publiſhing of it. 
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Whole being now finiſhed, i8 
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= AI made 3 6 
Doebior to the Publick pr 
A Plain Method of Devo- 
1 tion for Sick and Dying 
Perſons: And one chief part of has 
Devotion being the Exerciſe of a true 
Repentance, for the Mingter who tis 
fits the Sick Perſon, fs, derefted & the .- 
Church of England #4 Whe- 
ther he repent him make 
2 A Men ſhould from bene 2 „ 7 
. to defer their Repentance to a Sick oh. . © 
4 | Dang Bed, ſas if they 1 
| ee their Sins fn 4 * 55 
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fer: endeavoured iu 


That though Repentance, as all other 
| Graces, muſt be exerciſed and improu- 


ed upon the approach of Death (for 


cur Lamps muſt be trimmed when the 
Bridegroom comes) yet, A Death-bed 
Repentance 1s neither comfortable 


nor ſafe. 
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| following Treatiſe to convince Ticks, | 
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iure eternal State, 
The Vicious, Senſual, and Impenitent, fol 


| But ſuch as are obedient to the Laws of. 2 


Hence it is both aur Interiſt and Duty 0 
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Dying Sinner can be able to repent, 1g 


Wicked®. Men, when they come to die, may 
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Space of Probation » 
us for our 
the Tree falls 


foture Eternal State: | a 


e *ſoit lies." There is no Work nor Re- 


e in the Grave. But as Death' 


Mall ſeize us, in the ſame Capacity we 


2 


fore the Throne of God, 
be diſpoſed 
verſible, unalterable 12 either of 
or Miſery. 


* nos who make their own Will 


Law, and who are guided and 


. aid by their oem vicious ſenſual Fnek- 
be Or, according to the blunt way 
of expreſſing it in our Ezzliiþ Language, 


ſhall be . 


ſhall be eternally miſera- 


they ſhalt be Damned; that is, 


ſery, which the Joſtice of God hath 


of in an Erg 


TH And we are further inſtructed from . 
vine Reyelation in the Holy „ 
[0 That this preſent Life, this ſhort 
'.._ Uncertain Time of Continuance i in this 
Word, is the only 

and Trial, to fit and prep 
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. Tus vulgar and common Notion 7 
7 Repentance, is evidently-this: - 
L 8 * poeh a 33 hath committed. a 1 
* Fault, and hath done ſomething — 3 
k " «and is then ſorry for it; is grieved ant 1 0 
of « troubled that he hath done it, and doth; 4 

4  _ y wiſh it had noe "oth done. 
= 2 man, we uſuall rar. 

Y of ſuch an Action. ity" * 
3 Bur this is not the full adequate Ne. 1 
mort ama; 3 or ſuch a 
aw is but * of Mie. + 

2 factors at the Gallows; nay, k Mu 
1 — than che Repentance of Cain and 
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Ir is A That the map 
gate condemned Wretch, when Hees 


* ſuch a Caſe as _ there i is true Repent- 
ance ? 


* tet che Judge, * That if be will but 


7 it is great Odds hut you have him again 


« ſpare him, O what an heneſt Mas 


6 will be then be!” And yet do but pro- 


cute his Pardon, and let him Joofe, and 


he is quickly at the old Trade. Nay, 


by the next Aſkizes. 
Now, will any one pretend, that in 


Wwcn * is more | evident rom 
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yds bear, Gen. iy. 13. 


Ir ſeems from the Cir- 
cumftances of his Story, that Cars did 
of the Murder of his Brother. 

y puniſhment, ſaid he, is greater than 
becauſe 
m the. Judgement of fone lezened Men, 
this is rather an Inſtance of Deſpair than 
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Sorrow; I ſhall not muh in- 
fiſt. on this of Cain. Bur a to the other 
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4 Chief Prieſts and Elders, E have 
 finned in that I have betrayed 1 
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noted Evidence that he was heartily 
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cent Blood. And they ſaid, we 65, is 1 


that to us? ſee thou 3 And he 
caſt down the Pieces of Silver in the Y 
„ Tempie, and departed, and went and 
„ hanged himſelf.” 


das did ſincerely repent of what he had. 
done, as can poſſibly be given. For, be- 


| ſides the expreſs Teſtimony of the Holy 


Ghoſt, whech in plain Terms tells us he 
did repent, and that he himlelf declared, 
He had ſinned in betraying the inno- 
cent Blood: He further gives this 
Evidence that he was in earneſt, he not * 
anly reſtores the. :hirty Pieces, hut in 
Horror and Coolernation of Mind, he q 
went and hanged himſelf: 1 
HeRreis, I ſay, in this Inſtance, as 
much Griet and Trouble, and Vexgtian, 9 
tor the Commiſſion. of a Sin, aud as; 


ry. for it, as can geo, 
And yet it is as plain, that this Repeht-, 
ance of Judas was not an — 4 

tance, ſuch 4 Re as Was 


Our bleſs- 
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1 1 v 70 of a Death-bed D 
ñpaſſed this Decree upon him: 

* to that Man by whom the Son of Man 


* is betrayed: It had been good for that 


„Man it he had not been born,“ Marr. 
xxvi. 24. 


Ir Appears from theſe Premiſes that 
5 A pet Repentance, 


nts 12% 
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4 Woun- 


Goſ- 


. than Trouble of Mind. 
\ 1 When a Man hath committed a Fault, 


he may be ſorry for it; he may grieve 


|| «6 and mourn that he hath done it; 


he 


«© may heartily wiſh it had not been done; 
« he may make Reſtitution of his ill- 


s potten Goods.“ 


All this may be 


done ; thus far he may proceed, and yet 


his Re 


tance is but imperfect, and 


ſhall never find Acceptance with a pure 
and holy God. 


their Re 
how ſhall 


But here you will ſay 3 


Tr Men may proceed thus far, and yet 


ture of i it conſiſt? 


To this [ anſwer, 


tance is not true and faving z 
| we know that we have true 
- Repentance : And wherein doth. my Na- 
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Goo only can inſtruct us what is e * 
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_ ditions of Salvation, and to 


* die: » But if ye through the Spirit 
«vs, Row viii. 13. Be not deceived. 


— EL = 


able to the Majeſty and — of J 
God, to preſcribe the Terms and Con- 

appoint his 
Creatures what they muſt do; how they 
muſt behave themſelves to be EIT | 


by him, h 
Now there is no other way to be i in- 
formed in in t this m. matter, IL 33 CO 7 vi 


the holy Scriptures. In thoſe facred % 
Writings, the divine Wiſdom hath ſuf- 
ficiently revealed his Will, and hath 
plainly told us, What it is that he re- 


44 quireth of us; and. what we are to 


1 do, that we may inherit eternal Life.“ 

Ws are expreſly admoniſhed,“ That 
without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee te 
Lord, * Heb. xii. 14. That the Un= 3 


* righteous ſhallnot inherit the Kingdom = 
: | 


God. Be not deceived: Neither 
n Fornicators, nor Idolators, nor Adul- #3 
* terers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſees 
of themſelves with Mankind, nor 
Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 
* nor Revilers, nor Extortibners, ſhall in- 


* herit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 


9, 10. * If ye live after the 3 
the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall s 
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M15 20 "Of a Deatbebed” Kepentance. - 
% * Godis not mocked : For whatſcever, 2 
Man ſoweth that ſhall be alſo reap; he 
that ſoweth ro the Fleſh, ſhall of the 
lt *% Fleſh reap Corruption: But he that 
u ſoweth tothe Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit 
+ * reap Life everlaſting,” Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
Pg * For the Son of Man ſhall come in the 
i Glory of his Father, with his Angels; 
16 — then he ſhall reward every Man ac- 
- ® cording to his Works,” Malt. xvi. 27. 
and tbe Son of God being made perfect, 
be became the Author of eternal Sal- 
| - * vation unto all them that obey him, 
Hieb. v. 9. And St Paul doth plainly ad- 
moniſh us, That“ the Lord Jeſus ſball 
| * be cevealed from Heaven, with his 
” mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking 
* on chem that know net 
God, and that obey not che Goſpe a 
gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Theſs, i. 7, 8. 
Pon theſe Places of Seriptyre (to 
ani many others) it evidently appears, 
That actsal Holineſs, and Aua Obe- 
dienee wo the Laws of the Goſpel, is the 
— — only ſn fu 
| conſequ y, 0 on ſorry "my 
aur Sins; to be troubled that e MN 
dune amiſs ; unleſs this Sorrows * 
1 | er —— for Repentaer i N | 


i, unleſs ir be attended with aftuel Bod, | 
formation and Amendment; it is not a 
true and evangelical Repentance, ſuch a of 
Repentance as God hath promiſed to ak- 

cept. 


2. rr „Hos kr. d 1 
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« ner can be able to repent "4 
Anv this I ſhall beſt perform by a 
plain Repreſentation of matter of Fact. 


Whilſt I faithfully remind you, how, or 
in what manner you may happen to * 


1. You may die ſuddenly.” _ 3 
Tuis hath been many a Mama's caſe, 
and you have no A ſſorance to the con- 
trary, but it may be yours, If ſome 
hidden Diſtemper do not thus n 
the Lamp of Life, your own Sin and 
Folly may then puff it out. You may 
4 

4 


happen in ſome private Quarrel, unex- | 
pectedly to die by the Point of a Sword, 
and ſo may fall a Sacrifice to your Led, ä 
to your Malice, or Revenge. But what - 

ever may occaſion your Death; if it . 
_ ſudden, it is then impoſſible for you 

_ repeat upon your Death- bed. Abd if 
you have” not taken care in yout Life- 


EP ON great Wk 
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bt 1 * » or — repent, ye ſhall all like- 


, 6 "You may die raving mad, or ſtu- 
«c pidly ſenſeleſs.” 

AR is a ſufficient Maſs of vicious 
corrupted Humours, or (as Phyſicians 
phraſe it) of Morbifick Matter in any of 
_ your Bodies, as may occaſion theſe ſad 


if this be your Caſe, where then is your 
Death-bed Repentance ? 


alſo be ſorry for them. But now ſup- 
poſing your diſtemper is either a Frenzy 
or a Lethargy, or in any other Inſtance 


| priveyou of your Memory and Under- 
bh = your Repentance is then im- 
| 3. SUPPOSING it is neither e 


Mercy gives you a ſlow and eaſy Paſſage 
out of this World. Suppoſe A Dil- 
- temper is fo gentle, that it neither diſ- 


ee eee, 
are utterly loſt and undone for ever. 


Symptoms, and diſmal. Effects. And 


Ir is neceſſary to Repentance (even i in 
the vulgar Notion of it) that you ſhould 
not only remember your Sins, but ſhould 


of ſuch a Nature as ſhall wholly de- 


thus with you; bur that God in his 


* pou way Pain, 2 
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ls. Fs Death-bed Repentanee. "23 * 
Faculties but that, as we phraſe it, 
Lou have your Senſes to the laſt.” 14 9 
ſuch a Caſe as this (which is the moſt fa᷑̃ 
vourable that can be ſuppoſed) I will nor 
examine, how far any Man who hath 23 
ſpent the Time of his Health in Sin and 
Vanity, can be able to repent. _ 
1. Wicked Men, when they come 
de to die, may remember their Sins, 
; « which they ſeldom think on in the 
Time of their Health.” ö 
; Tux generality of Men are ſo wholl 3 
taken up with the Deſigns of this = 1 
that they have neither Leiſure nor Incli- 
nation to think of the next. In what 
a Hurry fach Men do ſpend the Day, 
| is very obvious to obſerve; and at Ni "ix 
4 being loaded with Wine and Buſineſs, 4 
; they ſleep over their Cares and thei; | 
'K Sins together. _ 
Bur when n Diſeaſe ſhall 5 
5 confine them to their Chambers, or nail #4 
yy to their Beds; when their Sleep is 
; departed from them, and that they lie 
rolling and tumbling, and wiſhing for 
the Day; then they are at leiſure to 

5 their Ways, and to remember 

Chat they have done, and to recollect the 
9 ** of their Lives. 
5 *; .$.% Wicked 
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IN and as freely makes Confeſſion of his 


_ « à penitent Confefſion of them.“ 
WT laſtance of Judas, who was nota 


I appeal to your own Experience for the "4 


2.4 wicked Men when hay ied 
„die, may not only remember; bur alſo 
« may be very ſorry, and much toubled 
« for their Sins; and may likewife make 


His evidently appears from the for- 


little troubled for berraying his Maſter ; 
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Fault; I have ſinned, in that I have 
a betrayed the innocent Blood. 
Ax this is undeniable even from 


daily Obſervation : Thoſe who viſit fick 
Beds, and hear the dying Groans of de- 


1 are beſt able to tell you, 
they will lament their former Lives, 


and what wretched Sinners they have 
— 1 And at ſuch a Time they will be 
free and ingenuous in their Con- 
with a thus, and thus have I 


done; and withal they may mightily 


ge and condemn themſelves for it. 
Ir ever you have been laid upon a ſick | 
Bed, with the Terrors and Apprehen= 

ſions of another World before you, then 


Truth of what 1 have now ſaid. 
as . Wicked Men upon their Death 2 
a ſorrowfal 
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ö «+ ſeſſion of their Sins, bur alſo they may 

ö «© earneſtly beg Pardon for them“ 
1 Tres 2is a Principle of Self-Preſervs- 2} 
p tion in the moſt vicious carnal Man, 
| which prompts him to be ſolicitous for 
3 Deliverance from an imminent Da A 
3 A noted Inſtance of this you have 1 
1 men; ſuch Men (eſpecially the common 
11 Sailors) are not uſually over -· zealous in 
e Religion, and yet, in a dangerous 


Storm, or in a leaking, ſinking Ship, A 
_ thoſe who ſeldom named God, unleſs in A 


Fl | 
1 Oaths and Execrations, will now fall o 
5 their Prayers. 
„ Ao thus the moſt araceleſai ſenſual; 
= worldly Perſon, when he comes to die, 
893 and hath che Prof pect of another World. 
"I immediately before him; when he 2. 
3 the infernal Pit to receive him, ; 
I with what Earneſtneſs will he 3 
1 the divine Vengeance! How 

1 ly will be pray: — God to fare dime 


e be 5. roared __ pardon ad 
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— remember: our bleſſed” Sa- 
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Inſtitution in the Holy Sacrament; yet 
theſe very Perſons, on their Death-bed, 
will pretend to remember it. They 


will then plead his Merits and Satisfac- 


tion, and will beg God's Pardon for the 
Sake of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Tuts likewiſe, as to Matter of Fact, 
18 5 evident. a 

4. Wicked Men, when they come 

« to die, may further make very ſerious 
« Retolucions of Amendment of Life.“ 
And in ſuch Caſes this is the noted 
Language of a Death- bed. ' 

« O what a wicked Wretch have I 
« been? I have done bus and thus. But 
if God will now pleaſe to ſpare my 
Lite, and reſtore me to my Health, 
l' no more 
« be guilty of ſuch Intemperance. I'll 
be wanton and laſcivious no more. I'll 


take heed of Lying and Slandering. 


And Þ 1 refrain from this Curling and 
Sweating. I'll be more careful to ſanc- 


=” tify the Sabbath. I'll not only frequent 


the Church, but for the future Ill po 
more be guilty of vain Sports and 


| ++Paſtimes on the Lord's-Day, And on 
„ +: the Weck- Day, tbo' I mult. follow; 
1 my FUN yet Pl do it in 
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« Creator and Redeemer.“ 
Laſtly, As an Evidence that I is fin- 


cere, „He may make Reſtitution and 
Satisfaction in ſeveral Inftances.** 
Hz may declare that he bears no Ma- 


lice, but doth freely forgive all the 
World. He may likewiſe reſtore his 
ill-gotten Goods; and may give Satiſ- 


4 „ 4 
«« dependance upon God's Providence. 

e will never more neglect to pray unto 
„God; but do now reſolve, Morning 
ce and Evening to bend my Knees to my x . 


faction to thoſe he remembers to have 1 


wWironged. 


And not only ſo; but fol the Cloſe 
of all, he may be large i in his Charity in 


Reverſion ; and by his lat Will ank 
Teſtament may bequeath a bountiful be | 
_ Legacy to the Poor. 9 


ALL this may be done, and it is the 


bed. 


3. LzT us now impartially examine, 


utmoſt that can be done upon 2 Deaihb. 


« Whether all this will amount to mus 


«« Repentance:“ Such a Repentagce as 
ſnall find Acceptance with a park and 


| holy God. 


1. “ Wicked Men, when whey! EVM 
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| i culty, is neither Repentance, nor an 
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62 "Of « Deo > hed Rip ts 
Bur ſuch Remeanbrance being no o- 


ther than the Exerciſe of a natural Fa- 


of that; ſaving Work. The vilef 
Nretches do but too much remember 

- hate Sins, and pleaſe themſelves in that 
carnal Satisfaction they had in the En- 


i joyment of them. 


Bur, you will ſay, this is not the 
Caſe. For ſuch. a dying Sinner doth- 


1 I not barely remember his Sins, but he 
WF! remembers them with Shame and Sor- 
wou, and is much troubled for the com- 


| tf, 
= 
| |” = « rue 
'L ** — 
5 " 

: ” 
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1 4 [5 


mitting of them. y\nd this Trouble, 

« and Sorxow, and Compunction of 
„% Mind, we. hope will be capers 
ep.“ 


To this I anſwer; 
| Sven a d ying Sinner is indeed very 


* 


. much troubled, and is under * An. 


guiſh and Perplexity of Mind. 
bs now ſtrictly examine what is Foy 
| caſion of all this Conſternation? Is he 
+ - forry Not be hath nn, Got. that he 
fied the Laws of ſo 
| « Majeſty? This Pretence is not proba- 
- bl bes when we wd upon i ewe 


Of s Dtath-bed Repentance. 29 
Converſation, He who made his on 
Will his Law, and never denied himſelf 
in any carnal Enjoyment; and tho God 
himſelf in his holy Word hath expreſly * 
. declared, That ſurb and ſuch Things 
4 ' ought not to be done; yet becauſe of 4 
ſome preſent Pleaſure and Profit, he is 
reſolved to commit them. He who was 
not only pleaſed with his Sin, but glo- | 
ried in his Sin, and boaſted in his Sia; 
it is very unaccountable that ſuch a Man, ³ 
all on a ſudden, ſhould be thus ſorry for 
his Sin. It is ſtrange that his Judgment 
and Apprehenſion of Things ſhould be 3 
thus changed in a Moment. 1 
Fos his Conviction, Pl foppels m 1 

to be reſtored to his former Health ant 
Vigour, and that the former Paſſages of 
his Life, in any Inſtance, could be re- 
peared. Being under ſuch pleaſing Cir» 
cumſtances, can he then honeſtly andi 
conſcientiouſly make this 1 
of Jeſeph, How can I do this 
* Wickedneſs, and {in againſt God #4 * 
IT is true, that Man is now treuen i 
but for what? It is not for bis Sich? 
(which he never had any Quatrel 8 
but in plaib Terms, it is ade | 
* . 1 
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He is indeed: thus far troubled for ne 


Sin. He is very much out of Humour 
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that he can ſin no longer; that he hath - 


loſt bis Reliſh and Inclination to it. It 


makes him heavy and. lumpiſh, that all 


bis pleatant Days are paſt and gone; and 
that nothing now remains but a ſad Rec- 


Koning and Accourt. * Rejoice, O 

young Man, in thy Youth, and let thy 
* Heart chear thee in the Days of thy 
* Youth, and walk in the Ways of thy 
# Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes; 
7 but know thou, that for all theſe 
Things God will bring thee into Judg- 
ment.“ [t is this Judgment, this Rec- 
koniag and Account, that makes him 
quake Rnd tremble, 

Wuzn a poor dying Wretch, who 
hath neglected God and his Duty all his 
Life long, ſhall be now convinced by 


the decays of Nature, that his Soul muit 


immediately be torn from his Body: 
When helogks upward, and there beholds 


a 2 juſt Jndge' ready to pronounce a ſad 


e upon him : When he caſts his 
yes downward, and there obſerves that 
— of Horror, chat flaming Furnace 


juſt ready to receive him: When he now 
* and conſiders theſe T . * 


for- 


4 


as n — — Fo 
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formerly in the Days of his Vanity he 
had no Leiſure to think on; and furthe | 
reflects, that all this Miſery is now # 
brought upon him by his own Folly, and 
that with a very little Care and Forecaſt 
it might have been prevented. Bring 
under fuch fad Circumſtances as theſe, it 
is but a natural Love of a Man's ſelf, it 
is no other than an Inftance of Self. Pre- 


| ſervation, to be troubled and perplexed. Þ 
In plain Terms, this Anguiſh of Mind 4 


for the Happineſs that is Joit, and the 


Torments that ſhal! de endured,. is the 
very Worm of the Damned that cheth 


not. And if ſuch Sotrow and Vecxation - 


as this is true Repentance, then thoſe 1 
miſerable Creatures ſhall ſadly repent 0 
all Eternity. But, 
2. The dying Perſan is not only 
« ſorry for his Sin, but alſo makes Con- 
«« feſſion of it, and very humbly begs 
Pardon for the Sake of Jeſvs Chriſt. 
% And will not this be brag, need as true 
64 r 929 1 P | | 
A 5 
Ws are indeed aflured. by St 105 
u If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, 1 Jobn l. 
9. But what kind of Confeſſion ſhall be 
By accept. 
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4 32 | 
* ear * holy Scriptures muſt in- 


4+ theſe ficred Writings we are often 
*  admoniſhed, that it is not an Hiſtorical 
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my Name, he will give it you,” Tabu 
| Creature in great Diſtreſs and Trouble, 
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Confeſſion ;, it is not a bare Acknowledg- 
ment that we have done thus or bus; 
but it is a penitential Confeſſion ſhall 
find Acceptance. * Wholo conſeſſeth, 
and forſaketh his Sin, ſhall find Mer- 


| cy,“ Prov. xxviii. 13. A ſick and dying 


Man may iadeed confeſs his Sins; but 
how far he can be able to forſake his Sins, 


that is, to amend and reform, - ſhall be 
_ conſidered in its prope 


r Place. 


But you will ſay, He not only con- 


Wit e feſſeth, but he begs Pardon for the 
Uk Sake of Jeſus Chrilt,“ and we have a 


gracious Promiſe, that at ſuch a time we 


mall be heard; “ Call upon me in the 


Day of Trouble, I will deliver thee, 
and thou ſhalt glorify me,” P/alm l. 15. 
And our bleſſed Saviour hath aſſured us, 

W batſoever ye ſhall afk the Father in 


xvi. 23. Now here is a poor languiſhing 


and will not God _ * . ſhe 
W ee 2 
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Ar the Promiſes of God in Jeſus  ? 
3 Chriſt are 7ea and Amen, that is, moſt © 
| fure and certain: But then you mult alſo. 
know, Promitcs are conditional, and che 
Performance of them on God's Part doth - : 
ſuppoſe certain Qualifications and Con- 
ditions on our Part. Having therefore 
v theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved, let us 
_ + cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſt of 
the Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holi- 
„ neſs in the fear of 2 Col. vii. 1. 
intimating, that unleſs: we cleanſe our» 
ſelves from all Filthineſs; and do thus 
perfect Holineſs, we have no Title to 4 
_ thoſe: /Punitlites, t (132) vlog 1 3c AM 
Ino Jeſus Chrift hath promiſed, 1 
* thoſe that dame unto him, he will in no 
_ * wiſe: caſt them out,“ but will kindly 
reerivr them, and treat them as Friends. 
; Bat. upon what Terms be will tecgive 
A them, and own them as Friends; heim 
ſelt hath told us in theſe Words; * Ye 
are my Friends; H ye do whatſoever I | 
* command you,” Jobn xv.14. And be- 
ing made perfect. „h beegmerthe Au- 
| 1 thot of eternal Salvatiom unto allthem 
* * thazabey Him.“ t 
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. immiaent Danger, l 


[ have now ſhewed, you, 4 aca” 
Holineſs, or actual Obedience (which 
are.one. and the ſame thing): is the Goſ- 


pel Condition of Salvation. And if you 


dann make it appear that a Man, who in 
the time of his Health was ſo far from 
the Practice of Religion, that he contemn- 
ed and deſpiſed it, mays perhaps ridicul- 
ed and burleſqued it: If, I ſay, ſuch a 
Man, when he is laid upon his fick-bed, 

and. is able to do nothing elſe, can obey 
the Laws of the Goſpel, and walk in the 
Ways of God's Commandments, then in- 
deed you {ay ſomething z »otherwile here 


in; as yet, but very lender Encourage- 


ment fora Death-bed Repentance. But, 
3. We ſuppoſe farther, That the dy- 


ing perſon makes very ſetious and paſ- 


4+. ftonate Reſolutions of Amendment of 
Life. And will not the Mercy of God 
accept theſe Reſolutions? In fach Aa 
* Enſe, will not e * Wil od 
* 1 * 


0 To this I . 3. * 
1 eee et e 


chenſions of ſome 
v then the moſt 


:and:are under the A 
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common Thing in ate World to make 
h Reſolutions. What will not ſuch Man 
. | promiſe, if they may but eſcape ſuch — 1 
4 ſuch a. Danger! The Vows of Mariners 
n and Seamen in a violent Storm, are a 
n noted Inſtance of ſuch Reſolutions. -Y 
i Leer us now ſtrictly examine, Whe. } 
B ther, or how far God will accept 5 4 
« dying Reſolutions. - k 
J. Fo ſtate this Matter truly, you muſt 4 
y obſerve, that Religion is repreſented ing 
_— the Goſpel as our reaſonable or rational i 
= Service; and conſequently, that the Ex- | 
e FF ercilc of it muſt proceed from Judgment 
* and Deliberation, not from ſudden 
Heat and Paſſion. We are anon} 4 
0 by the wiſe Min, * Not to offer to Gad if 
1 ar * of Fools* ; but when we 
Ff make a Vow or Promiſe to him, deli- 
d berately to: conſider how far, or in what 1 
Aa manner we can be able to perform it. 
IE Now there are Two Things to be cony 4 
7 | fled. in a dying Signer s Reſolution, | 
T Sincerivy, and, Abilit. J 1 
5 Aud fat iis dot likely that adying if 
"oy SZigner's Intention ſhouſd. be ſincere hut 1 
ts - that. 2 —— promiſe What bo he geyer-i6- 
= = perfarms. ; r Witch, sho 


hath bog by r corrupted lis * , 
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as luftful and intemperate, as ewvious and 
|.” malicious, as covetous and worldly as ever 
"* he was before. We ſhould then 
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he will be as 


to de re 


«4 naturally fo 
* he 


by thejuft 71 ut of God, be depraved 
in his Underftanding, and may vainty 
imagine that God is ſuch à one as him- 
felf. And becauſe he obſerves that frail. 
Men have been often cheated by bim, 
and have really believed him, whilſt he 
made Promiſes and Proteſtations of what 
he never intended, he is ſo fooliſh as t 
2 that an omniſcient God may be 
ewiſe thus im on. And therefore 
large and as =: 

his Promifes of Reformation, as the moſt 
notorious Malefactor ever was in hopes 

of Pardon, Whereas ſhould God reſtore 
him to his former Health and Vigour, - 
he would then be as looſe and profane, 


uic 
e 
<« of Beauty and good Company are not 
ed. God forgive me, I am 
«« fo uſed to this Swearing, I rap out an 
«« Oath before I think on it. Avd Fam 
e, Ia I cannot 
it.” Zut be not deceived; 
is dot mocked: For whatloever 
© a Man Sued, tha ll hulls reap 
"Ger. vi. 7. 4 : LET LE VE | 


him, 


not impoſſible, it is for a ſick and dyiag 
Sinner to reform his Nature; if ever } 


Ley © „what Time isn Ieft him 4 
a g vaſt a Work.? Evil Habis, 
e been long in contraſting; e 


not · ſuddenly rooted out. When buſts | 


sara 


ee the dying Sinner were 
Conn, and i ally ned that Refor- 
mation whick is now ſo ſolemnly pro- 
miſed : let him ſadly cdnſider,. how un- 
likely i is he ſhould be able to perform 
all this; 3 
Fox his Convittion, I maſt remind "= 


Taran are To Things, = 
all great Undertaking big and Og | 


1. As to Ability * How difficult, 1＋ 1 


hath been your on Caſe, you yourſclves 
will be eaſily convinced. When a Man 

is oppreſſed with Pain, diſtracted with 4 
os Clamanrs of his difiltisfied- Relath- * 
ons: Amidſt all this Naiſe and Diver» - ! 
fron, what can. poſſibly de done? wWhar 
Duties can be performed ? Do but ſerõ- 
oufly think upon it, and your o. M -- 
reckoning will excuſe my Enlargement. 

Bur ſuppoſing he had the gresteſt Ca- 


N Paſſions W | 


2 


4% v1s 


F I IE 
F'* "of S 
1 are grown tampant, they are not eaſily 
5. mortified. A thorough Reformation is a 
Work of time, and muſt be done ſucceſ- 
f Hvely, and by degrees. This is telly 70 
timated, whilſt we are admoniſned * 
* goon to P ern and to row in 
* | 25 f a a 
„ Bur what can that Man do voi now 
a dying? When the Sentence of. Death 
n #. paſſed upon him, and bis Phyficidn 
hath given him over ; to talk then of re- 


forming his Life, when he now finds he 
can live no longer, is ſuch an intolerable 


Piece of Weakneſs, as in any other Inſtance 
would ſcarce be heard with Patience. 
Sup rosk a dying Father, Who had 
ruined his Family by his extrayagant 
-Courfes, ſhould thus comfort . "egos 
<d; impoveriſhed Children; 

144108 Be of 
e ed to be very frugal. I wild 
„% W and get you 
dt - Pray, what could be os ak in a fuch 
i a Caſe ? ut T 

* Alas, Sir, you art a dying. You 


e cannot lift your Head off the Phon. | 


% You cannot live till the "Nearing, 
#.And how -ſhould you get us an” 


bf (Bae? /Dacelbeben farther; + Ay, 


Chear, lam nowneſoly- 4 
a good Eſtate. 9 


9 > © wy > mo 


? 


4 2 | PI 2 
r 


moo u1sGoHWS A © e 


„ bas 


Ws. how. difficult it is for a dying 
00 to make ſuch Neſtitution. 


„ and 1 hope you wil 


believe me.” 4 
Sven Reſolution would be but mean Y 
Satisfaction ; and a very Bender Supply | 


of all their Wants. 


Taz Application is eaſy, had der | 
make it effectual to yourſelves. In 
ſhort, Promiſes and Reſolutions are not 
Performances; nor were ever fo accept= # 
ed . God or Man. But you will fy; © 
4. He actually, thus far, performs 
« his Promiſes and Reſolutions, that. 
% makes Reſtitution, and that in ſeveral 
« Inſtances. Will not this be Wed 
as trus Repentance? 3 
I ?0 this F anſwer; 
Trav as Reſtitution is a moſt neceſſary 


Duty, to which all injurious Offenders 
are ſtrictly obliged ; fo it is the ſureft 


Expedient to ſatisfy the Conſcience, 


how to convince both ourſelves and-othets 1 
of the ogy and Sincerity' '6f our Re- 


pentance, | 18 
Bur upon a ſtrict loquiey ie-will ap- 
Fer- 


— 
1. 


Fon his Convictien, I muſt remmdd 
bim: That che word ReſtitaHolig/in its 
"LO denotes: 7 e die e 5 | 

| 1 "ih, 


1.$.The being — ee Per. 
4% ſon whom we have offended. 


2. The giving him Satisfaction and: 
«6 Reparation for the Damage Which 


e hath been done him.“ 
To explain this further, we are to ob- 
ſerve: That in Sins againſt the Second 


1 Table, there is not only an Act of Diſ- 


obed ience towards God, but alſo of Af. 
front and Injury againſt our Brother. 
And he who truly repents, in both theſe 
Inſtances, will cancel and undo, and 
take away his Sin as far as poſſible. 


| Lr us then examine, how far both 
theſe can be done by a dying Perſon. 


1. Tax dying Sinner pretends to be 
reconciled to thoſe whom he hath offend- 
ed. He declares, He is very ſorry 


4 for the Envy and Hatred, the Ran- 


« cour and Malice he hath been guiley 
« of ; and aſſures his Neighbour he js 
„ now very real, and deſites that what 
« is paſt, may be forgiven and forgot- 


ten mutuglly dn both ſidas. He is 


„ heartily troubled tha; be hath ever 
«« done him any Wrong. and defires 
«+ him t fotgiye him; and wichal af- 


e ſures biens that he himſclf doth b 


6 3 and all the my 25 de 


"AY 
* * 


* x 
this dyi 


this han — 


were you thus ready to forgive in the 


LOS BECK bo io OL 


DP 7 "ON: 


You : y, yau. are non ths 
Wy ond [” you n — to 


Ax you "PRES 
longer? Is it in your Power to do them 
further Miſchief? Is not your Malice 


now bridled, E mit- 
| ken your Convidtion, pray reſolve = 


" lay, you do now forgive. But 


Days of your Health and Vigour? Did 


not you then, an all Occaſions, expreſs A | 


your Reſentments to the utmoſt? Did 


not you then gratify your Spleen, and 
take the Pleaſure of 
lay in your Power? What Reaſdn, is 


when it 


there now to believe you, whit you 2 
proteſt you do forgive him? 

| Yoo ſay, you fotgive him, 0 
you do not hurt him. You de net hurt 


him, becaule you cannot. 


bo — en 4 


. A 
o 
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we In, you ſay, vou forgive him. 
Bos what Hypocriſy is this, to pretend 
ta forgive, when you have had your Re- 
venge already, and that to the utmoſt, at 
leaſt as far as your own Safety, and reſ pet 
to the Laws, would permit you totake it? 
Iven explain this further to you, in 
this following Caſe. 


poor innocent Chriſtian Slave in a noi- 
fome Dungeon, where with bad Air, and 


broke. And being told that he is dying, 
he prerends to be merciful, and gives 
orders for his Releaſe. But what a Cheat 
is this, to fay he doth releaſe him, when 
| he can keep him no longer? God hath 
releafed him. For in the Grave, the 
_ « Weary beat reſt ; there the Priſoners 


of the Opprefſors,® Fob iii. 17, 18. 

B the Light of this Example you 
will eaſily underſtand the Value and Ac- 
. ages of a Death bed Forgiveneft. 

6.4 2 5 1 5 
Aud juſt ar the * rate, 22 , 
1 2 dym — wake x d 
en he He 


2 — 85 


che baut — was 


A inſulting Mazometan confines his 


worſe Uſage, the poor Man's Heart is 


; 4 5 reſt together, they hear not the Voice 


ro: 00 n 


« ſuch a Man, having wronged him in 
„his Dealings to ſuch a Value; and is 
«« now not only ſorry for the Injury, but 
« js alſo ready to make him Satisfaction. 


And is not this ſufficient Evidence of 2 


« the Sincerity of his Repentance? . 


_ Anſwer; 


It is indeed very pleaſing to God, chat 
thoſe who have been wronged by you, 
ſhould receive Satisfaction for the Wrongs 


you have done them. And if this Repa - 


ration is not made by ypu in Perſon, it 
muſt * made by. your Heirs in Re. 
verſion. 


withal you muſt be re- 
minded, that though what is 


vi the Law be called your Payment; yet 
I much queſtion, whether in the Sight 


of God it will be ſo accept. 


Fon, to ſtate the Caſe fairly ;  - 
You are naw ready to part with your | 
Eſtate, and to diſtribute it in proportion 
to thoſe you have wronged. 
who thanks you for this, to beqyearh 


un 
- 


4 
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paid ad ñ³ 
fatisfied by your Heirs, may in the Senſe } 


*. prays 8 
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8 « Thai Fool, this Night th 
Soul ſhall be required of thee « ty 
® whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which thou 
T haſt provided Luke xii. 20. that is, 
they are then none of thine. So that Sa- 
Il: tisfaction in Reverſion is not thine, but 
| 1 Heirs. And he who thus makes Re- 
I's ſtitution, he only pays his old Scores by 
drawing a Bill upon his Executors. 

I have now diſtinctly examined what by 
it is that a dying Sinner can be able to || | 
= m in order to Repentance. As alſo, the 

i; what (mail Hope there is, that fuch kind „ 
0 of Repentance ſhould be accepted by a 6 
> 2 holy God. 

66; 4 Man may remember his Sins; 
8 ſor his Sins; he maß 
his Sins; be may beg Pardon 
80 bs for bs Sins; with firm Reſolutions of 
& Amendment; nay, he . make ac- 
Refticution to t he hath 
wronged, and yet may be rejedie.” 
Bur you will fay, _. 
Tun is very harſh and uncomforta- 
ble Deftrine; and we can ſcarce think 
that you yourſelf will be ſo ſevere _ in- 
natured, as to practice accordingly. When 
you vike fick Beds, and hear a poor dy- 
ing Creature to lament his Tears 
n, 


for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt: 


— . . ” TH P . 
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mn 


obſerve: how. paſſionately. he 
«+ That if God will but ſpare: ag he 
ce will become a new Man, and never 
«« more. be guilty of ſuch Extravaganee,” 
War Go. you ſay. or do in ſuch a 
2? N. hat muſt ſuch a wicked 
Man do, who having lived a vicious 


Life, ſhall thus happen to be furprized 


by Death? 
DAxx you be ſo oncharitable ata paſs 


the Decree. u = him, and -ſay,. ** Thar | 
„ he-is p aſt 
te but be — damned? 


There is no Remedy, 


I anſwer; 
I dare not preſume to limit the 


One, whoſe Mercies are infinite. In ſuch 


4 Caſe I will not cenſure, bet.admoniſh 
and inſtruct. I will exhort the dying Sin- 
ner to remember his Sins; to bewail his 


Sins; to beg Pardon for his Sins; to. 


make firm Reſolutions of Amendment; 
and, where there is Occaſion, to make 
Reſtitution. And having prayed earneſt. 
ly for him, and com 


be damned? No; I dare not. But do 
„er ie ai be fared? Na, Tg 
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ed him to God's 
Mercy, Do I then ſay, Such a one ſhall 


* not, 
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3 What ben 0 1 reſolve? . 


do I determine in this Matter? ] vill be 
ſilent, and determine nothing. For as I 
dare not flatter him into à falſe and 
undleſs Preſumption, ſo neither would 

I fink him into the Horror of Deſpair. I 
fay, I will determine nothing; ® I will 


judge nothing before the time.” All 


that I can do, in this dark, intrioate Caſe, 
is, to Commend him to the extraordi- 
« nary Mercy of God, to which we muſt 
« leave ſome great Cafes, not knowing 


«<. what to judge of them ourſelves, Poſ- 
„ fſibly God, who will have ga. 


* whom he will have mercy,® | 
« pleaſe to let this dying Sinner be a Ge. 
nal Example of his unlimited Power 
and Prerogative, to ſave beyond all 
« ordinary Rules.” 

WuzTHER it may be thus, or thus, I 


3 Jace not determine, What God can do, 


ex plenitudine Potejtatis, or by his Prero- 
| gative, is not for us to diſpute. How- 

ever, 1 muſt be ſo faithful ro my Office, 
as to admoniſh' this dying Sinner, Fhar 
the Goſpel, by the Laws of Which we 


muſt be N doth expreſly declare, | | 
T bat actual Hokneſs, and actual Obe- 
r are e th” neceſſary Conditions 


„0c. | IM ot 


« of Salvation.“ When therefore a Man 
hath been vicious and extravagant all his 
Liſe long, if God doth accept his dying 
Reſolutions, it is more than he hath 
miſed: And it is more than he hath given 
us Authority to preach and declare. 
Bur are we not told in the Goſpel, Þ 
That the Labourers were rewarded 
«« who came into the Vineyard at the ele- 
« venth Hour?“ And that the Thief 
«« upon the Croſs was received into Para- 
diſc ?? And are not theſe tuẽ˖ Examples 
ficient far a Death-bed Repentance * 


Tanſwer; ; 


- 46 very deplorable, what abe, 

rrifling Pretences, what thin, fig-leaf 
1 ?xcuſes, ſome Men will make for the 
Neglect of their Duty. As in particular 
may appear by a ſtrict Examination of 
theſe two Inſtances. 
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I. Of the Labourers in the Vi ward,” 


HIS being a Parable, is to donde 


ter prone as all other * 
ought to be. 


re, r is » Rule eng berge 
5 7 heologta Symbdlica non eft: Argumettati- * 


— — - - 


— * "FERRY 


rh Arguments are not tu be- 
drawn 


you 
boning Defign of this Parable, which 
ou read Matt. xx.) you will then eaſily 

convinced, what ſlender Encourage- 


ment it gives for a Death bed * 


Tbe Stary i is this: 


- Maſter of a Family hires a Com- 
y of Workmen to dig in his Vine- 
60 45d Some he hires early in the Morn- 


44 ing, and bargains to give them a Peny a 


Day for their Labour. About the third 
«« Hour, (which anſwers to our nine in 
« the Morning) as alſoat the ſixth Hour, 


« (which is our twelve at Noan) and at 
« the ninth Hour, (which is our thres in 
ac the Afternoon) he hires more Labour- | 


« ers, with this Condition, Vu 
ii right I will give you ; that is, I will 
. nat bind: myſelf to give you 
«-of a whole Day for working part of it; 


« but according as you behave your- , 


«ſelves, I will reward you”? © 


| «6- AvtheeleventbHour (whichis abo 
e ** ini the * be — 


0 
fk 
- 


the 2 


e more Workmen upon the ſame Tertns. 
And at Night he gives them their Wa. 


they had their Bargain. 


25 wall as thoſe who came ia at the fi 
1 From þ 


— — 
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iges, and pays them all alike. And 
<< though ſome of them were diſcontent- 
<« ed at this ſort of Diſtribution, and 
thought it unequal, that thoſe who 
had worked but one fingle Hour, 
*+ ſhould be paid as largely as they, who 


had ſweat for it all the Day; yet they 


«« were quickly ſilenced by being told, 
% Friend, I do thee no wrong ; that is, 


«< reaſon had they to envy and murmur, 
« if eĩthet to encourage Induſtry, or to 


_ «« expreſs Ris own Bounty, he had given 


to theſe Ia as unto them who were 
* fert? 


T is is the Parable, The Tor 


tion of which the meaneſt Capacity wil 


thus eafily comprehend. 


ALmuiGnTY God, the great Houf- 


holder, calls ſeveral Labourers, both 
Jes and Gentiles, into the Vineyard, 


the Church, at ſeveral Hours of the Day, 


that is, in different Ages of the World, 
and at ſeveral times of Mens Lives. 

Thoſe who came in at the eleventh Hour, 
that, is, in the declining Part of or 


Lives, they had their Reward of Glo 
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Pro a "Of a 4 "Death-bed Repentance. 4 


From which Parable ſome Perſons 
have made this Inference; 

Tua though a Man may have loi- 
ered all the Day, and waſted the Time 
4 his Life in Sin and Vanicy, yet if he 
comes in at the eleventh Hour, that is, 


his Death, God will then both accept 
and reward him. 

Bur this is a very groſs and fatal 
Miſtake, anc it is the greateſt Charity 
to make Men fealible of it. , 
Now in order to ſuch Mens Convic- 
tion, I ſhall defire them to conſider. 
1, Faxy whocame in at the elevents 
}loyr, they came in and worked as ſoon 
as they were called. Had they been 
called ſooner, they would have worked 
| looner. Had they been, calied at the 
ninth Hour, they, would; have worked 
from the intb Hour, - Had they been 
called at the ſx xth. Hour, they would 
have worked from the 1 xth 4M Had 
hey been called early in the Morning, 
hey would have worked from thar Time. 
his being the very Reafon they gave 
jor their Idleneſs, viz. No Man hath 
1 Us. 


» 
E #» 
- « 
* 


if he repents, and is ſorry for his Sin at 


— „ 


* 


n ———— 
* 


* 9 
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Bur what is this to the Caſe of a dying 


Sinner now under the Goſpel ? Who was 


called upon and invited to work, not only 


at the eleventh Hour, or at the ninth” 
Hour, ot at the Ar Hour, but early in 
the Morning, even in the very beginning 
ot his Life; from his Childhood, in the 


dawning of the Day he was called to this 
State of Salvation. But he abſtinately re- 
fuſed to work, and reſiſted the many Calls 
and Invitations of God, and flighted the 
Warnings and Admonitions of his Mi- 
niſters. He waſted his Time, and ſquan- 


dered his Days in Idleneſs and Luxury :. 
And being now come to the Period of his 
Life, he only begs Pardon for not work - 1 


ing. I ſay, what Pretence of Comfort can 


he frame from this Parable, that Gd 
will reward him only for Wiſhings and 


Wouldings at the laſt Gaſp? But, 
2. TnosE Labourers who came into 
the Vineyard at the eleventh Hour, tho! 


indeed they came ix late, yet they work- 1 
bey oontingd it 
bouring to the Cloſe of the Day; bur had 


ed one Hour, and th 


they ſtaid- to the ehh Hour, when 


working was over, and ſhould thus make 
their Confeſſion to the Steward: “Sir, it 
hired us in the Morning, il 

= Ln „% and a 


[i 


© is true, you 


A * 
— 4 
1 1 * * i a” 3 N 


asd we . promiſed you to come and 
WW <« work. But ſo it happens, we have been 
11” © idliog and loitering, and diverting our. 


I how great a Cheat he puts 
ia chis Compariſon will eaftly 


* * A ; ' I COD + Mu” N . 
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«« ſelves all the Day. However, we are 
6 mu ſorry for it, and hope you will 

paſs ic by, and give us our Wages a- 
« . the reſt.” 

Pray, what Anſwer would he make 

to ſuch Men as theſe ? 

Teas is the very Caſe of a Death- bed 
Repentance. For the dying Sinner doth 
not ſo much as come in at the 2 
Hour, but ſtays till the welfth; 


1 Night cometh, when no Man can _ 


He hath been trifling and Joitering, re- 
velling and carouſing, all the-Time of his 
Life; and now expects at his Death that 


God ſhould re ward him, becauſe the La- 


bourers in the Vineyard, who came nat in 
till the eleventh Hour, did receive their 
Wages, equal with the firſt, But, I fay, 


ar frora 
theſe Premiſes to any conſidering Periap, 
Ir is true, thoſe who came in at the 


Mi event Hour, they bad their Wages, tar 

they did work ont Hour, But what then? 
WI. Therefore thoſe ſhall-be rewarded wha did? 
noc work at all. 


, 


upon himſelf 
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Of a Deatb-bed eee 
noted Logick of a dying Sinner. But 


the Inference is too trifling to deferve a 
Confutation. 


The ſecond Inftance commonly urged 


in favour of a Deatb-bed Repentance, is, 
T be Thief upon the Croſs. 


GU read his Story Luke xxiii. 
from ver. 39. * Our bleſſed Sa- 
* viour being crucified between #28 


Thieves, One of them railed on him, | 
If thou be Chrift, ſave thyſelf Þ 


Aying. 
„and us. * As if he had ſaid, If thou art 
* what thou pretendeſt to be, a Chriſt, 


« a Faviour; if thou art got a C 
41 , © ſave thyſelf and us. But 
the other anſwering, rebuked him, ſay- 


ing, Doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing 
thou art in the ſame Condemnation ? * 
And we indeed juſtly.” | That OY 
« we were Juſtly « 


« Condemnation. 
a due Rewards of our Deeds; but this- 
4% Man hath done nothing amiſs :* that 
« is, he isan innocent Peron whom'the 


r mg whenthou-comeſt 
C 3 Lino 
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73 4 


« juſtly now ſuffer the — of our } 
„ For we receive the ' 


Romans do thus ape 
And he ſaid unto Jeſus, 2 
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54 Of a Death-bed Repentance. 
into thy Kingdom.” As if he had ſaid, 


„ though theſe condemn and revile thee 


% as mean and deſpicable, yet I acknow- 
edge thee to be a great Lord, and that 


40 thou haſt A Kingcom 0 diſpoſe an” 


And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily, I 
* ſay veto thes, To Day ſhalt thou be 
” with mein Paradiſe,” that is, imme- 
% diately after thy Death thou ſhalt go to 
© a Place of Happineſs, and there abide 
„ with me as a Member of that 

Kingdom which thou now aſkeſt for.“ 


This is the Saar of the Thief upon the 


Cros. 
From whoſe Example, carnal, licen- 
tious Perſons do thus encourage them- 
ſelves in their extravagant Practices. 


© Wk are fully convinced of the ne- 
4 ceſſity of Repentance. And we do as 


« fully reſolve, ſome time or other, to 
« repent. But why ſhould we be ſo for- 


© ward to diſturb our Pleaſures, and 


e negle& our Buſineſs, as to do it now, 
« ſince we may repent hereafrer at better 
« leiſure? And though we ſhould be ſo 
« far diverted, as not to repent till our 
« Death, yet we have here an encourag- 
<« ing Example, we {hall then be accept- 


{1 | « ed. This Thief had been very noto- 
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e rious and extravagant, an Offender of 

+ the firſt Rate; and yet when he calls 
ec - on Mercy, though it was with his laſt 
Breath, his, * Lord, . remember me 
„When thou coden into thy Kingdom, 
« was comfortably anſwered. with a 
+ This Day thou ſhalt be with me in Pa- 


_ = radule,” And therefore though the 
«« orcateſt part of our Lives, like this 
« Thiet? 5, may have been ſpent in Sin 


and Vanity, yet if we can but lay, 

Lord have Mercy upon us, æ with our 
„ Jaſt Breath, we ſhall licewiſe be ac- 
*« cepted.” 


To this I anſwer ; ; 


Ir is a dangerous Thing ro preſume 


on God's Mercy. And ſo provoking is 


{uch Preſumption, that if the bare fay- 
ing of theſe Words, Lord, have Mercy 
upon me,” would fave hy Soul, it may 


o happen, through the juſt Judg ment 
of God, thou mayſt not be able to 0 it. 


Tuo mayſt die ſuddenly, or thou, 


| mayſt die ſtupid, Or raving mad. ; 
Bur ſuppoſe thou haſt both Breath 3B 


and the Ule of thy Reaſon, to ſay theſe 
bes was here is "wy flender Encourage- 
4 mem 
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56 Of a Death-bed Repentance, 


ment from the Example of this Thief, 
chat a dying Sinner, who never re- 
pented till his Death, ſhall then find 
n 

Fon to prove the validity of a Death- 


|: bed Repentance, from the Example of 
10 this Thief, o Things are ſuppoſed. 


1. „ That this Thief was 2 * wick - 
« ed Man.” | 


2. „ That he continued in 1 Sins, | 


uud did not repent till the Time of his 
{<< Death.” 


Now if neither of theſe two can ihe 
—_ then the Caſe of this Thief is noc 


parallel, nor a firm Foundation for the 
WH Validity of a Death-bed Repentance. 


It doth not appear, That this Thief 
« was a very wicked Man.“ 
HE. is calle 


as a Malefa& 


But now, a good Man, 


and who is ſo in the general Courſe of 


his Lite, be. by Surprize, and the Vier 
lence of emptation, be guilty of a 
very bad Action, of which he afterwards 


Ml doch ſincerely repent. The very Caſe 


of David and Peter. But farther, he is 
called indeed a Thief in our Tranſlation ; 


9 
1 + . = 
| 


indeed a Thief, and dies 


ens in the rel Lart in the Latin, 
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But what theſe Words do properly fig- 
= aify, we muſt further examine. Iſt 
Ir was the Character of Barabbas, that 

8 he was unk, a Robber. So we tranſlate 
1 it, Jahn xvüi. 40. But what kind of ⁶ 
Perſon he was, may be inferred from 

g other Places of Scripture. F 

, I is ſaid of this Barabbes, That for | 


3 à certain Sedition made in the City, and 
„ 5 for Murder, he was caft into Priſon,” 


Luke xxili. 19. And St Mark tells us, 
Chap. xv. 7. There was one named 


i | 73 Barabbas, which lay bound with them 4 
| * who had made Inſurrection with him,? 
3 that is, at his Inſtigation and Procure- 


ment. He was, it is probable, the Ring- 

F : leader and Captain of the Rebels. The 
| which Conjecture is further confirmed 

* | by the Story of this Barabbas it St Matt. 
; xxvii. 16. They“ (that is the Jews) | 

3 u had then a notable Priſoner called Bas ?! 
rabbas; Sheuer ziehn, Now the 

Word eriveyues, lignifies an eminent Per. 
ſon, a Man of Note and Quality, © 
Tr1s Barabbas then was the Head of 1 
the Party, who, as Zealots for their Na- 
tion and Religion, had made a riſing 
$ | againſt the Romans; in which Attempt Þ 
= n — they v were rang; 1 
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59 Of a Death-bed Repentunce: ; 


442 * Malefactors. And yet this Barabbas, 


pentancct. 8 


though the Captain General of a Party, 
is called Angie, Latro, a Thief. 


Ab in Confirmation of this, I muſt 
further obſerve to you, that the Word 
Latro, which is now a Term of Igno- 
miny and Reproach, and is uſually 
tranſlated a Thief, or a Robber, did an- 
ciently ſignity no more, as the beſt Au- 
thors inform us, than a Hired Soldier. 


And Latrocinari pro Militare, is noted 
| Language in Plaut us. 


So that this penitent Thief, as great a 


Malefactor as he is uſually ſuppoſed, was 


no worſe (for ought we know to the con- 
trary) than a Soldier, who happening to 


be on the wrong Side was puniſhed as a 


Maletactor. 

But now ſuppoſing, _ 
2. Tzar this Thief had been a very 
wicked Man ; (which is more than was 
ever proved, againſt him) yet, How 
* do we know that he did not repent, 


even long before he died?“ And if fo, 
ih if he had formerly repented, then his 
WI Caſe is nothing to the Purpole z nor can 
Will his Example, with any ſhew of Reaſog, 


be urged in favour of a Death-bed RE- 


4. : 
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Bor ſuppoſing, 


3. That this Thief was, 1. A very Mm 4 


iced Man, not a Soldier, as the Word 
may be rendered, but a Thief, and a 
Robber, in the ftricteſt Senſe ; ; and ſup- 
poling, 2. That he did not repent til 


his Death.” Yet I ſhall ſhew, ex fl 
avundanti, that his Example ought not 
to be urged in favour of a Death- bed Re- 


pentance, As will more fully appear 
by examining the Circumſtances of the 
T hiet's Converſion. 

1. Ir is poſſible he never heard of 
Chriſt till his Crucifixion. 


If he was a Gentile, and not a Jew, 
it is highly probable he never did. For 


Chriſt, ac firſt, © was not ſent but to the 
© Joſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. And 


the Commiſſion, © Go, teach all Na- 
tions,“ was not enlarged till the Day 


ot his Aſcenſion. If this was his Caſe, 
How could he believe on him, of 
whom he had not heard?“ So that on 
this Suppoſition no other than a Death- 
ved Repentance was pofſible to this Thief. 
2. Suppoſing he. had heard of Chriſt, 
and that he was informed by common 


Fame that there was a Man called 76h, J' 


_ had done you Miracles; and that 


_ ſeveral ml | 
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ſeveral had this Opinion of him, that he 


vas the My/ſias whom God had promiſed 
— ſend into the World : Yet all this was 
eral and confuſed Knowledge. 


1 — Paſſages concerning him. But 


. ſuch was the Courſe of Life this Thief 
is ſuppoſed to have led, that he had 


no great Curioſity fo enquire over-ſtrict- 


ly into ſuch Matter. But when it ſo hap- 


pencd that he was apprehended for Rob- 


bery, and condemned to die at the ſame 


time with. Chriſt ; this in all Probability 
made him curious to enquire after him, 


and to learn all the Circumſtances of his 
Apprehenfion, Trial, and Behaviour. 


From whence he obſerved fo: much as 
convinced him that he was the true 


| ' Meſjas. And fo he believed on him, 


and had Salvation by him. 
Bur what Encouragement is this ta 


18 thee, O preſuming Chriſtian! who waſt 


baptized into Chriſt, and diſtinctly in- 


It | ſtructed in the Doctrine of the Goipel, | 
even from thy Childhood? 

= RG - Had this Thief, as thou art, been ear- 
i; ly admitted into the Church; Had he 
| then been inftrufted in his Duty, and 
& ; conſtantly Tn en: 


* * 3 


— >- — - N 


x had indeed heard of Chriſt, and 


o a Morey. 1 E ; 

and jf after ſuch Admiſſion, ſuck In- 
ſ{tructions and Exhortations, had he ſtill | 
J;ved upon the Pad, and = his Time 
in Roving and Robbing, in Luxury and 
Injuſtice; and had rejected the Warn- 
ings and Admonitions of his Teachers. 
Had this been his Caſe, we have then 

the juſteſt Reaſon to pronounce, that a 
ſhort Ejaculation at his Death would not 
have been accepted; and his, Lord, re- 


member me,“ would have been re ject 
ed, with a * Depart from me, I — 


thee not, thou worker of Iniquity.® | 


3. * The Caſe of this Thief vas mi- 


<« raculous and extraordinary.” And that 


whether we conſider the Penitent, or the 
Grace of God in pardoning, 

i. As to the Thief ; probably he had 
lived in great Ignorance, and never had 
the Means of 1 Tr till now. And 
therefore to profeſs his Faith in Chrift 
when he ſaw him hanging 
Croſs was very ſignal and — 


tar bemſelf denied him. Nay, ſo great 


was the Scandal of the Croſa, that all | 
wala. 


upan the | 


ry. 
He confeſſed Chrift when his W a 
Diſciples fied from him, and when Pe- | 


| | 1 him a ſignal Iuſlance of his Grace ancl 
Favour. 


13 tice. 3 1 
Tn Ifraclites had Manna ſhowred 
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lo F Faith in him, and had no further Hope 
of Help and Salvation from him. 


Now-to confeſs and own him at ſuch 
a Time as this, was ſo pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to our Saviour, that he makes 


2. IT was very agreeable to the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to do ſome- 
thing extraordinary on ſvch a ſolemn 
Occaſion as this. Thereby to ſignalize 
the Efficacy of our Saviour's Mediator- 
ſhip, and that at ſuch a Time, when the 


Dignity and Glory of his Perſon was 


molt clouded and obſcured, 
From theſe Premiles it appears, That 
this Inſtance of the Thief upon the 
Croſs was miraculous and extraordinary, 
And we have a known Rule, Extra- 
ordinaria non debent eſſe Exempla; ex- 
traordinary Caſes are no Rule for Prac- 


down from Heaven; Will you there 
fore leave your Huſbandry, and expect 
your Bread from the Clouds ? Will you 
adventure. to leap into the Sea, becauſe 
you read that Jonah was ſaved: from 


thence © Look vpon this hs 
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ab in the Sea; a Miracle of Grace, a 
Prodigy of Providence. 2 8 

A King in his Progreſs paſſing by the 
Place of Execution, as an Inſtance of his 
Royal Favour, N a Thief with 
a Rope about his 
in hopes of ſuch a —_— and unuſual 
 Fardon? 
Axp if you dare not thus venture 
your Lite, your temporal Concern, 
dare you hazard your Soul, your cr 
Concern? 


— 


To conclude. 


Our Bleſſed Saviowe | in en 
this Thief in ſuch an extraordinary 
Manner, hath ſhewed us what he can 
do, that none may deſpair, But he hath 
likewiſe declared in his holy Word what 
he ordinarily will do, that none may 


preſume. He hath plainly 'told us, 


„That without Holineſs no Man ſhall. 
* ſee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14. And 
that every one ſhall receive the Thing 
done in his Body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or 
A 2 Cor. V. 10. 
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| eck; dare you there-- 
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Have now faithfully repreſented the 4 
Uncertainty and Danger of a Death- 1 
bed Repentance. And have plainly ad- 4 
moniſned you, that if you neglect to re- 4 
pent noto, and defer this neceſſary Work 
to you know not when, hereatter, you as 
have juſt Cauſe to fear you will never re- 10 


ent. For, either you may be prevent- 4 
ed by a ſudden Stroke, and ſo your Re- 


pentance is impoſſible, or elſe diſturbed 10 

with the Pains and Tortures of a lan- 66 
guiſhing Bed. Which indeed may diſ- 0 

tract you with Remorſe and Anguiſh, 0 

with Horror and Deſpair; but it is much 
wd. de feared, without true Repentance. 40 
Ut I do much hope (and do earneſtly N 
vs ptay) that what I have now faid on this 

i Subject may wake its due Impreſſion = 


upon you. But the more effectually to 
bperſuade you, give me leave to enforce 
WE... | my 


- EE. | 


"00". 
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” We +* 


_. ** ſhall never ſee the Kingdom of God, 
2 Place, make ic their laſt 


N — N 


ä E 


my Admonitions, with the noted Words = 
ot a truly great and good Nas. ww 


with 


* LET no Man deceive yon with 


_»«. vain Words, or with falſe Natiom of 
* 4 ar any fodden Repantagce. Do 


= | Howes, that this Wark may de dane 
at any Time, and in an Inſtant ; and 
that if you can but faſhion your laſt 


Breath into, Lord have Merey upon 


me, this will prevail with God, and 


make 9 ſar the lang Courſe 
of a wicked and ſinſul Life. | 

*« What ſtrange Thoughts have Men 

*« of Cod and Heaven? As if Heaven 

were an Hoſpital, founded on Purpoſe 


* toreceiveall lick and maimed Perſons; 


++ that, when they can Jive no longer to 
the Luſts of the Fleſh end finful Plea- 
« ſures of this World, can but put up a 
cold and formal Petition to be admit- 
ted there. 

<« No, no; as fare as God is true, they 


«« who. inſtead of ſeeking it in the my 


. Aud when they find them- 


ſelves, 


r 
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« ſelves under the Sentence of Death and 
Damnation, only to avoid preſent Ex- 
© ecution 3 and fince there is no other 


il «4 Remedy, do at laſt bethink themſelves 


« of getting to Heaven, and fall upon 
their Knees, to petition the Great 


« Judęe of the World that ey may de 
« tranſported thither. 


Can any Man in reaſon expect that 


« ſuch a Petition will be granted? I tell 


vou, nay; but except you repent ſooner, 


« and at a fitter Time, and after a better 


„ Faſhion, you ſhall certainly periſh. As 
* much as God deſires the 4 14. WM of 


„Men, he will not 8 Heaven, 


« and ſer” the Gates of it wide open to 
« thoſe who only fly to it in Extremity, 


If Ny - « but never ſought it in good Earneſt, 


« nor indeed do now care for it, or A 
« fire it for any other Reaſon, but to ex- 
ts cuſe them from going to Hell. They 
© have no value for Heaven, becauſe they 
« are in no wiſe fit for it. But yet they 


& think Hell to be the worſe Place of the 
„ TWO. 


Lam afraid thisi is the true Interpre- 


& tation of many a Man's Repentance, 
298 hath deferred it till he eomes to 


die. 
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- 2nce is, when they are unfit for the 
5 inal leſt Matter; and how hard is it for 


K 
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die. I do not ſpeak this to diſcourage 
- Repentance even at that time. I deny 


not the Poſſibility ot the Thing. But 
to {peak the beſt of it, it is a very dan- 


gerous Remedy. For, alas! how unfit 
are moſt Men at ſuch a Time for ſo 
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any Man then to be affured of the 
1 ruth and Reality of his Repentance, 


ben there is no ſufficient Opportuni- 
ty to make Trial of the Sincerity of it? 


. geſire to have as large Apprehen- 
lions of the Mercy of God as any Man; 


40 bos withal, I am very ſure that he is 
che hardeſt to be impoſed upon of any _ 


in the World. And no Man that hath 
any worthy Apprehenfions of the De- 


8 * can imagine him to be ſo caſy, as 
the laſt Word 
and Inti mation oſ their Minds; and to 


have ſuch a Fondneſs for Offenders, as 
* would reflect u 


to forgive Men- 


« ary Magiſtrate and Governor * 
1E 


« God 
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* deavour to live a holy and virtuous J 


Life: And may have the Comfort of 
that when I come to die. And that 1 


* may never be ſo unwiſe as to venture 


*All my 1 1 a bleſſed — 
* upon 57 Doat -bed Repentance.” 
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